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Marked-up Copy of the Specification: ^ ' & 2005 

FIELD QF THE INVENTION 
[0003.] This invention relates generally to the field of 
container coverings and, more specifically, to the field of 
trash can coverings. 



BACKGROUND 

- [0001] Traoh oano como with removable lido or topo. The purpooe 
» f tho topo jp to contain oontcnto. During timon of inclement 
weather ouch aa high windo, hurricanes and thunder atormo, the 
topo of trash oano oomctimoo got loot . Even on regular traoh 
piclcup doyo, workcro from tho Sanitation department arc not very 
careful about replacing the tope on tho traoh gang or even 
putting them baok in their rightful place. The topo get thrown 
into other yardo or even left in the otrcct inhere they get rua 
over by caro and get too damaged to be used again. 
[0002] Mot having a traah can top can gouoc many problemo. Iu 
windy weather traoh cano get blown over and the contents g el 
blown all around the neighborhood causing a real mooo. Dirdo and 
other animalo get into traoh oano that arc not covered dropping 
the contents all over the ground. Sometimes very hungry and 
dangerous animalo ore lured to toplcoo traoh oano. In hot 
climatco traoh oano with no lido cause Inocot infoototiono and 
high bacterial growth ao well ao the awful odoro that come with 



PAGE 3/28 * RCVD AT 1 1/1 0/2005 3:34:1 1 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-fl/24 " ON16:2738300 * CSID:1 703 901 7071 * DURATION <mm-ss):08-1 2 



Nov. 10 2005 3:37PM 1 . 703 • 99 1 • 707 1 p. 4 

Attorney Docket No.: STINN-0001-US 

— g his can become oootly to the consumer even to the point of 
receiving citations from their local government for sanitation 
violat iono . 

[0003] Moot conoumcrG would not immediately replace a traoh can 
oimply because the lid hag been loot. Having to buy a new traoh 
can become a waotc of money when the lid io the only thing that 
io missing and the traoh can io otill functional. 
■E00GM] All of the problems of not having a traoh can top would 
be totally eliminated with tho uoe of a "diopooablc plastic 
trash can top". No longer would there over have to be an 
uncovered traoh oan. Tho loot traoh can top oan be replaced by 
my invention. Mo longer would consumers have to opend or waotc 
money to replace a traoh can just because the lid io missing. 
Conoumora would more likely cover their traoh cano rather tho ft 
to leave them uncovered because of their reluctance to buy 
another traoh can. Another advantage in using the "diopooable 
plastic traoh can topo" io that It ' o more sanitary becauoo it * o 
changeable and io thrown right out with the traoh. No more 
having to clean and wash the lido and the oanitation workers 
won't have to handle those dirty lido 

[0002] It is generally well known that trash container and 
receptac les, specifically those which a user would leave outside 
of thei r home, have lids or coverings . These lids and coverings 
typical ly act to serve a variety of purposes. First, the 
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covering seeks to prevent potentially offensive odors from 
escaping the trash container. These odors are not only 
unpleasant to smell, but may also attract local wildlife, such 
as squirrels and raccoons, who may attempt to access the trash 
in the container and use it as a source of food. The lid thus 
serves the additional function of preventing wildlife from 
accessing the garbage housed in the container. Further; the lid 
or covering can act to prevent the elements from reaching the 
contents of the container. The lid prevents rain water from 
entering the container, which could cause further spoilage of 
the refuse as well as potentially filling the container with 
undesired water, which could also add weight to the container,, 
rendering it more difficult to move or lift. 

[0003] Traditional trash container lids have a variety of 
problems, however. Lids are susceptible to being broken or 
removed, rendering them non-functional for their intended task, 
A problem exists when a gust of wind, for example/ blows a trash 
container over, removing the lid in the process. The lid may 
also be displace by a wild animal searching for food or may not 
be properly replaced by trash removal personnel. Thus the trash 
container can be left without a lid and the refuse it houses is 
left open to both wildlife and the elements. 

10004] A further problem with traditional trash container 
lids is that once they are removed from the container, they 
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frequently become lost or otherwise unusable, it is difficult to 
obtain a replacement. When a lid is removed from a container by 
a gust of wind or otherwise, it is often blown a distance from 
the container, making it difficult fcr the owner of the 
container to locate » Additionally, due to the prevalence of 
lids being lost and the uniformity of size of most garbage 
containers, other people who find a displaced lid often keep it 
fcr use on their own trash containers. 

[0005] The problem of losing a trash container lid or 
covering is further exacerbated for the original owner of the 
trash container due to the difficulty in obtaining a replacement 
lid. Because lids and containers are typically sold together, 
an individual seeking to obtain a replacement lid must: either 
purchase a new trash can and lid combination or forgo the use of 
a lid. It is usually undesirable to purchase a new container 
and lid due to the fact that the buyer will then have an ex tra 
trash can without a lid. Otherwise, if the person chooses to 
not purchase a replacement trash container and lid, they will be 
forced to leave their refuse open to the elements and wildlife, 
which is an undesirable situation for both the owner of the open 
container and potentially for their neighbors. 

SUMMARY 
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[0005] Bocauoc of the very nature of trash and especially 
garbogc / — t-hcro will alwayo be the necessity to dispose: of it. 
Bocauoc of the natural decomposing process which occurs, garbage 
has to be placed in a container (trooh can) and should be 
covered properly for all the reaoono stated previously. The 
pungent odors from bacterial contamination, infootation of 
insects which oan cauoe horrendous consequences, the luring of 
animals searching for food and many more problems occur by 
oimply not having a trash can covered. 

■f OOOS] So many times for the many reasons mentioned before, 
trash can tops get loot and the trash is left cicpoocd and 
uncovered creating many problems . With the use of my "plastic 
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clean and sanitary. Those can also be used by the Sanitation 
department in which they can cover the public trash cano when 
they got too full. This would deter citizens from trying to 
stuff trash in trash cano where there is no more space - 
Consequently, this will prevent trash from getting all over the 
otrcQto which could reoult in less coot to the looal government. 
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[0007] This invention has a myriad uf uoco i'h ui. vcr there io a 
n ee d Lo protect o r cover a ourfaoc and not just in timco of ba d 
w c aLhcr or from the outside clcmcnto* Surfac es ouch aa va.ll 
p i c tures or email table tops etc. may need to be covered during 
pointing proj e cto or certain typco of indoor trcatmonta. 
[000 8 1 Thin invention io oomcthing that should be in every home 
and bupincoo, especially rcatauranto. Having a product like thio 
w u uld encourage a deoirc for a Letter and cleaner environment. 
[00061 in one embodiment of the invention , a plastic cover 
having an elastic band positioned at the bo ttom of the cover is 
used to cover an open container. T he cover may be used to cover 
and seal such containers as trashcans o r any other open object . 
Further, due to the elastic band in the co ver, the cover may be 
used to protect other items from outside elements. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0007] Embodiments of the present inventi on will become more 
fully understood from the detailed descripti on and the 



Fig. 
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is 


a collapsed 


view 
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container 


cover. 


Fiq. 
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is 


an inverted 


view 


of 


a 


container 


cover . 



[0011] Fiq. 4 is an exemplary diagram of a conta iner cover on 
a cylindrical trash can. 
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[0012] Fig. 5 is an exemplary diagram of a container cover on 
a square-shaped trash can. 

[0013] Fig. 6 is an exemplary diagram of a container cover on 
a bush. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0000] The "DiopoTop" ia mac jG of po iy ethylene ohects of plaotic 
and clastic cord to make a multi oiEcablc, multi ohapcablc and 
multi uoablc product with the ability to hold anugly to the 
contoincr or item to be covorcd. 

[0010] The invention' a name cornea from the purpooe for which it 
waa invented, "plaotic diopooablo traoh can top". The plaotio 
protocto whatever ncedo to be protected and covoro whatever 
noedo to be covered . The claotic around the bottom provideo the 
occurity to hold/ whereas the conventional traoh can could not 
and does not provide. The conventional trash can holdo the lido 
by clampa on two oidco of the traoh can. 

[0011] The incjLpcnoivc materialo used to produoc thio invention 
malcco the coot of the product more affordable than replacing a 
conventional traoh can airoply becauQc of a miaoing or loot top. 
The "DiopoTop" aloo Icccpj the conouirtcr in compliance with 
environmental and oanitation regulationo. Many timco becauoc of 
the expense of buying a traoh can only to replace a top 
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di j^u ui - gy uJ cit ir ciij and oauuco them m dioobcy tli L. ii. j j nit ri t i nn 
lawo and leave their traoh uncovered. 

[0012] Through the ycaro, my own traah can lido have gotten 
l ^ L, L ak e r, o r b^evffl away a#4ree a itorm or for whatever r en n n n 
aud I have been in thooc many nituotiono where ay own traoh h no 
yu u i uii L-u ^red f n r montho or more or until the trauli ean itoo l f 
u ndj Lu be replaced. I have never found anything or the lilcoo 
o l anything to get me through those timeo. Thia Lu hew I th o o g hr 
o £ a way to fiit Llicac probl e ms. Thcac topo can bo r ep laced over 
and over for a very low o'o j l and for thio there 1j incentive f n r 
ito uog. Pimply otrctoh the open olaotio bottom mir the tranh 
c an. If for oomu rcaoon the top would have to be removed, pu ll 
L I il, gathered fan like top in the middle of the cover. 

[0013] Tor thooe timoo that certain itcmo of charity have to be 
left out at ourboido and the weather doeo not ooopcratc with 
L h u- .L b o ned it em u , having a plaotio covci- with on ilaotio bott o m 
w o uld come in i c al handy. My invention would be id o al for t hi» 

U3C . 

DECCniPTIOH OF THE PREFERRED CMDODIMEMT 

[0014] The plaotio disp o oablc traoh can topo' or "DiapoTopo" aro 
made with two jhcoto of 2,0 mil polyethylene plaoticy 
gpprouimatcly 36 4 0 incheo in width and 19 - 24 Inohco In height* 
A u iic inch hem io heat ooalad along the bottom o £ both ohecto 
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Tho two ohooto arc placed together and heat scaled along the 
□idco to make one item. Tho top in then gathered by making 2 
inch folda in an alternate pattern. Each fold is heat coaled to 
hold the top together. The fold top io approximately 2.5 inoheo 
from the ocalcd portion. The gathered folda provides a handle. 
Insert into the hem an 11 12 inch piece of claotic cord 12 mm in 
diameter on each oidc of the ahecto. Stretch to capacity and 
heat ocal tho ondo of the cord to the homo on each oidc. Thio 
ahculd otrotoh to approximately 10 inchco around, allowing a 
variety of aizco and ohapon of nnnminnn tn. jr, g covered. The 18 
50 inch depth allowo for overflow of oontcnto that may bo within 
tho container, The "diopooablo trash can top" oould be uocd for 
traoh cano ranging in variouo oIbco, from omall, medium to 
largo. 

[0014] Aspects of the invention are disclosed in the 
following description and related drawings directed to specific 
embodiments of the i nvention. Alternate embodiments may be 
devised without depa rting from the spirit or the scope of the 

invention. Addition ally, well-known elements of exemplary 

em bodiments of the invention will not be described in detail or 
will be omitted so as not to obscure the relevant details of the 
invention. Further, to facilitate an understanding of the 
description, discus sion of several terms used herein follows. 
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tOOlSl The word "exemplary" is us ed herein to mean "serving 

as an example. instance, or illustration." Any embodiment 

described herein as "exemp l ary" is not necessarily to be 
construed as preferred or advantageous ove r o ther embodiments. 
Likewise. the term "embodiments of the i nvent ion" does not 
req uire that all embodiments of the invention include the 

discussed feature, advantage or mo de of operation. 

[0016] Referring generally to Figs. 1 -6, a disposable plastic 
cover is disclosed. The covering may b e utilized in any of a 
variety of functions, such as closing and temporaril y sealing 
containers. 

[0017] Fig. 1 shows a collapsed view of a disposable plastic 
cover 2. Because cover 2 may be forme d of a variety of 
elastics, it may be stored in a small box or co ntainer. 
Additionally, cover 2 is formed so as to be stored in a 

collapsed manner with many other cover s of the same type.. Cover 

2 may further have elastic band 4 located at a bottom portion of 
the cover. Elastic band 4 can be expanda ble, for example, up to 
about 1020mm in order to fit over containers ha ving openings of 
up to about 1020mm. Cover 2 also has an area where two plastic 
sheets may be joined or sealed together to form handle 6, which 
mav act as a handle for a user wh o desired to remove cover 2 
from a container. Additionally, the are a where two plastic 
sheets may be joined or sealed together to form handle 6 further 
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acts to se al one side of cover 2 so as to prevent any solids, 
liquids o r gases from escaping through cover 2 when it is being 
used to seal and cover a container. 

[0018] In a further embodiment, cover 2 may be made of 
polyethylen e sheets of plastic. Additionally, elastic band 4 
made be made of any multi-sizeable, multi-shapeable band or cord 
having the ability to hold snugly to a container or item to be 

covered. Additionally, the plastic formation of the covers may 

allow a l arge number of them to be packaged together for sale 
and provides easy st orage capabilities for covers that are not 
in use. 



t0019J In yet a further embodiment, cover 2 may be made with 
two sheets of abo ut 2.0mm polyethylene plastic, about 910mm to 
1020mm in width and about 4 50mm to 610mm in height. An about 
2 5mm hem can be heat sealed along the bottom of both sheets. 
The two sheets c an be placed together and heat sealed along the 
sides to make on e item. The top can then be gathered by making 
50mm folds in an alternate pattern. Each fold can heat sealed 
to hold the top together. The folded top can be about 64mm from 
the sealed portio n. The gathered folds may be formed so as to 
provide a handl e which a user may utilize in any of a variety of 

manners . Inserted into the hem may be elastic cord 4 which can 

be a 280mm to -3 05mm piece of elastic cord less than 2mm in 
diameter on eac h side of the sheets. Elastic cord 4 may be 
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stretched to its full elasticity and heat sealed at the ends of 
the cord and to the hems on each side of the cover. The elastic 
cord may stretch to about 1020mm around, allowing a variety of 
sizes and shapes of containers to be covered. The about 4 50mrr. 
to 510mm depth can allow for overflow of contents that may be 
within the container. Thus, cover 2 may be used for trash cans 
ranging in various sizes,, from small, medium to large. 

[0020] Fig. 2 shows an inverted and expanded view of cover 2, 
Here, elastic band 2 is shown in its expanded form where it 
could be fitted over the open top of a container. Fig. 3 is an 
inverted view of Fig, 2, where elastic band 4 is expanded and 
the folded area is shown in the upward fashion so that it could 
be used as a handle 6 to remove cover 2 from a container. 

[0021] Fig. 4 shows an exemplary embodiment where cover 2 is 
dispos ed on cylindrical trash container 8, In this embodiment a 
user may grasp cover 2 and expand the bottom portion of the 
cover using elastic band 4. The elasticity of elastic band 4 
allows it to fit over the open portion of trash container 8. 
Additionally, after elastic band A of cover 2 is placed over the 
openin g of trash container 8, elastic band 4 contracts and acts 
as a seal between outside elements and the interior contents of 
trash container 8. 

[0022] Fig. 5 is another embodiment of the invention where 
cover 2 may be utilized to cover alternative shapes and contents 
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of a container. In this embodiment a square-shaped trash 

container 10 is shown. Trash container 10 is filled with items 
that extend beyond the brim of the trash container. Cover 2. 
however, may still be used to cover trash container 10. Elastic 
band 4 of cover 2 may b e used to form a seal around the square- 
shaped opening of tras h container 10. Additionally, due to the 
size and pliable natu re of cover 2, The contents of trash 
container 10 which exte nd beyond the brim of the container may- 
s-ill be fully covered, sealing in the contents of the container 
and preventing outside elements from reaching the contents of 

the container. In a furt her embodiment of the invention, cover 

2 may be adapted to fi t over any size or shape container that is 
within the elasticity lim its of elastic band 4. Further, cover 
2 may fit over any obje cts protruding from a container provided 
that the objects do not p rotrude higher than the maximum heig ht 
of cover 2 that allows elastic band 4 to be secured around an 
upper portion of a container. 

100233 Fig. 6 s hows a further embodiment of the invention 
where cover 2 may be used to cover shrubbery or bushes, for 
example, when a frost i s imminent or when they may otherwise 

need to be covered. Additionally, in other embodiments of the 

invention, cover 2 may be used to cover other household items 
that require protection. For example, cover 2 may be used to 
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cover framed paintings and portraits in a house or on a wall 
when a house is being painted. 

[0024] The foregoing description and accompanying drawings 
illustrate the principles, preferred embodiments and modes of 
operation of the invention. However, the invention should not 
be construed as being limited to the particular embodiments 
discussed above. Additional variations of the embodiments 
discussed above will be appreciated by those skilled in the art. 

[0025] Therefore, the above-described embodiments should be 

regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive. Accordingly, 
it should be appreciated that variations to those embodiments 
can be made by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the scope of the invention as defined by the following claims. 
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